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The web site is now open – go to  www.iln-africa.net  and then click on the SEMCA Community of Practice.
The site is hosted on the Capacity 2015, Information and Learning Network (ILN-AFRICA) portal, supported by UNDP.  It is designed to help communities establish their own websites and to assist with internet access.  The portal is also making available space to related communities.  In this way a spider-web of information, knowledge, people and institutions will be created throughout Africa.
The SEMCA site has papers on existing initiatives on transformation at African universities in a section on Good Practices and Case Studies.  Why not add your input and we will include it in full on the Update Notes for Transformation – or if you prefer, we will just use the information you send in the next edition of  Good Practices for Transforming African Agricultural Universities and Faculties.

The SEMCA site also has papers giving a historical perspective, reviews of existing relevant networks, excerpts from the African Association of Universities declarations and most importantly it is building up resources, papers and assistance to universities in transforming their research, teaching and graduates to be effective and relevant to both isolated rural communities and the globalised economy.  The sub-links in the resources section include: 

* Why Transformation 
* Experiential and Interdisciplinary Research and Learning 

* Entrepreneurship 
* Personal Skills and Outreach 
* Faculty: Retention, Attraction and Retooling 
* Institutions: Assessment, Admissions, Regulations and Resources 
* Relevance and Quality 
* History and African Networks 
* Other resources, general and international 

We are still building these up and not all the sub-links have entries – any contributions are most welcome!
We are also building up useful links so that you can more easily find access to useful websites and we would like to include links to agricultural, environment and other relevant faculties.  Please send us your link if you would like to be included.

For those with only email access contact us at semcaweb@gmail.com if you would like to receive a copy of the Current Good Practices in Transformation paper.

News from other networks and initiatives

Go to the FARA and FANPANR websites (see Links on the SEMCA site) for their latest newsletters with detailed information on what is happening in agricultural research and agricultural and natural resources policy throughout Africa.
An International Symposium on Agricultural and Innovation Systems was held in Livingstone Zambia 11-17th November, supported by the Bill and Melinda Gates foundation.

A meeting was held on Education Reform and Innovation in Higher Education  was held in Lilongwe, Malawi from October 29-November 2 sponsored by the Regional Eastern Africa UNISTAFF Alumni Network (REAL).
Scholarships and other Opportunities

Rhodes University, Grahamstown, South Africa has announced a call for applications for full scholarship (including tuition, subsistence and research for three years) for doctoral students in environmental education and sustainability interested in researching the relationship between training, environmental management (sustainability practices) and workplace learning in the following workplace contexts: conservation and agriculture, mining, manufacturing, services and/or construction. Prospective and current students who are interested in this area of research should send an expression of interest to Professor Heila Lotz-Sisitka (h.lotz@ru.ac.za) by 30 January 2008, and should be willing to start their research in March or April 2008. Applications should include a 500 word essay of motivation, including which workplace context would be of preference and why, as well as an academic CV with details of previous academic results, and professional areas of expertise.

IFAR annually provides grants to professionals from national agricultural research systems in developing countries (NARS). Applicants should be in the early to middle stages of their careers and undertake research in partnership with a CGIAR Centre to support sustainable development of agriculture in developing countries.  For further details and application forms go to www.ifar4dev.org.  Applications must be submitted by 26 February to h.ochieng@cgiar.org .

Galillee College, Israel is offering three programmes at the International Agricultural Training Centre (IATC) from 27 March-14th April 2008 in Water Management and Crop Production, Dairy farming and in Agribusiness, Marketing and Export Management.  Tuition scholarships are available to eligible African applicants but this excludes living expenses and airfares.  See www.galilcol.ac.il for more details.

 EU-funded masters degrees in Sustainable Tropical Forestry and Sustainable Forestry and Nature Management. Funding is available for 40-60 non-EU students to take this course (course fees and living allowance paid), see the following websites for details.  http://www.sutrofor.net and http://www.sufonama.net
A call for applications is expected soon for the Women in Science and the Young Professionals in Science competitions being supported by CTA, FARA, RUFORUM and AYFST.  These competitions will be available to both individuals and groups and, in addition to prizes, are designed to provide mentoring, greater exposure and recognition.
Conferences and Meetings of Interest

“Mainstreaiming Climate Change into Agricultural Education: Tools, Experiences and Challenges”  ANAFE International Symposum is being held from 28th July-1August at Chancellor College, University of Malawi.  The deadline on the call for abstracts is 31st March and they should be emailed to anafe07@chanco.uniwa.mw or to schakeredza@africaonline.net. 

The 14th International Symposium of Society and Resource Management (www.ISSRM2008.org) will be held on June 10-14, 2008 at the University of Vermont in Burlington. The theme of the 2008 Symposium is “People and Place: Linking Culture and Nature”. It will emphasize the human dimensions of environmental and natural resources issues and illustrate the interdisciplinary, cooperative, and collaborative character of research and management. The 2008 Symposium will include plenary sessions with keynote speakers, concurrent sessions of scientific papers, a poster session and, a Student Forum, a Student Paper Competition, and a Graduate Career Fair contact ISSRM2008@uvm.edu.

UNESCO has announced that the World Conference on “Education for Sustainable Development – Moving into the Second Half of the UN Decade” will be held in Bonn, Germany, from 31 March to 2 April 2009.  Some 700 stakeholders from all over the world will attend the conference, which is being organized by UNESCO and the German Federal Ministry of Education and Research, in cooperation with the German Commission for UNESCO.  Registration will begin in November 2008.  Contact: esddecade@unesco.org
Beware Fake Conference and Meeting calls which offer partial scholarships but expect you to send your details.  There have been a number of these going around.  Take steps to ensure it is genuine before responding.
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