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Agriculture is to be given due recognition along with sustainability.  While it is implicit in the MDGs, agriculture has not taken centre stage in development "buzz" since the 1970s.  Recent statements and trends in the multilateral and bilateral dialogue once again highlight agriculture, forestry, fisheries, water and natural resources and the importance of building human capacity.   Hopefully too most of our governments have now also recognised that agriculture is the backbone of their economies and central to both economic and social development.  We need to generate a surplus in agriculture releasing resources to be used effectively in industry and services. Even economies dominated by strategic commodities (oil, minerals, water etc) need to invest some of that revenue in agriculture to address poverty and to maintain the economy during commodity price slumps.  We need to ensure that agriculture has access to the services it needs to be able to meet both the needs of the poorest members of our societies and to be in a position to lead development that is environmentally, socially and economically sustainable.   

 What does that mean for agricultural faculties and universities?  Our graduates and our research are central to success and the re-emergence of agriculture on centre stage hopefully means that we will be able to receive support for innovation and change.  Support to generate relevant human capacity is critical to the success of any agriculture led strategies for development and poverty alleviation.  What does it mean for us - that we must be active in supporting change and adapting to new realities, that we must be creative and develop ideas and programmes for support and that we need to find ways to connect into the global knowledge economy.  

 The ILN-Africa LIIS portal will be ready early in 2008 and we are busy preparing the SEMCA website to be hosted there along with several other related communities of practice and most excitingly with websites of smallholder farming communities being connected into the global arena.  Another newsletter will be sent out with the web address as soon as it is accessible.  The SEMCA website includes papers and resources giving a review of Higher Education Networks in Agriculture in Africa, a historical perspective of Universities, Government and Social Engagement, a paper on Education for Sustainable Development in the 21st Century, relevant declarations at AAU and other fora, a review of good practices in transformation and many others.  The site will also host papers, ideas and tips on how to implement changes in your lecture rooms, in curricula, on experiential learning, entrepreneurial projects and will source specific assistance and input on topics as requested by members of the SEMCA. (In answer to one request from a SEMCA subscriber - the Indian Virtual University on Agricultural Trade has some useful tips on linking to organic markets www.vatkerala.org)

“Over the past decade, Africa has recorded an average growth rate of 5.4 percent which is at par with the rest of the world,” said Obiageli Ezekwesili, World Bank Vice President for the Africa Region.  This has come in part from much more effective trade on the international market, engagement with the private sector and investment in human capacity.  We need to prepare our students to understand the global economy, to be ICT leaders, to find ways for Africa to take advantage of trends in paying for environmental services, bio-safety, agrobiodiversity, farmers rights' and growing inter-African and south-south exchanges.

 Things are happening:  ANAFE has brought out their new strategic document; RUFORUM remains at the forefront of supporting East and Central African universities to provide smallholder relevant research and committed graduates,  EARTH University in Costa Rica has been hosting faculty exchanges, Songhai Training Centre in Benin has been very active in promoting both student and graduate entrepreneurial projects, Africa University in Zimbabwe is managing to connect its students into the global world through ICT and overcome difficulties by making better use of computers and internet courses, Makerere university has been very active in establishing mechanisms for developing personal skills in both faculty and students, universities in Ghana and others have innovative practically-oriented extension degrees, Lesotho university has an innovative programme for students to engage in forms of share cropping and some universities in Kenya are actively encouraging problem-based learning.  In South Africa a number of universities are hosting inter-regional graduate programmes with a strong participatory and applied focus. Our website will have a review some of these and other exciting initiatives for change in African universities - please send your experiences to add to the review which will be continuously updated.

Opportunities for travel, study or work

50 scholarships available in Denmark for two postgraduate programmes: an integrated two-year Masters Course in Sustainable Forest and Nature Management - www.sufonama.net and a Masters Course in Sustainable Tropical Forestry www.sutrofor.net.  

The deadline for non-EU/EEA-EFTA students is 25 January 2008.  The programmes combine the teaching and research experiences of five European educational institutions

 MSc European Forestry deadline for applications 31st December 2007 http://gis.joensuu.fi/mscef at the Faculty of Forest Sciences, University of Joensuu, Finland

Forthcoming Events and Meetings

5-9 Dec CHEMRAWN XII, Cape Town South Africa www.chemrawn.co.za 

10-13 Dec WEB2.0 Training Workshop in Winneba, Ghana - intensive training on using the web for agribusiness www.simpasummits.net 

11-13 Dec Third Global Knowledge Conference, Malaysia innovators, practitioners and policy makers, will convene in Kuala Lumpur to engage on the theme "Emerging People, Emerging Markets, Emerging Technologies".

26-28 March Workshop on Rethinking Impact: Capturing the Complexity of Poverty and Change, CIAT

Cali-Colombia. Abstracts for papers on innovative agricultural research working with change and impacting poverty website: www.prgaprogram.org/riw

Share with us

News * forthcoming meetings * ask for information * provide us with information   

Share the transformations happening at your university or elsewhere

Send us information for the website - articles, notes or other ideas on how we can change our teaching; work with communities, develop entrepreneurial projects or encourage creativity, confidence and team-building

Email semcaweb@gmail.com

We welcome all inputs.  To reduce unwanted email traffic, this is not an interactive list-serve so your reply will only come to the list manager.  It will then either be placed on the web page or incorporated into the next newsletter as appropriate.  In due course there will be interactive spaces on the web and in workshops and exchanges that will encourage direct communication between members.   

If you prefer not to receive the newsletters – please unsubscribe below.

 Any of your colleagues who want to subscribe should email semcaweb@gmail.com  and we will add them to our list.

 To assist those with slow or expensive internet access our newsletter, which goes out by email, has no colour or photographs.
SEMCA is dedicated to the transformation of Higher Education in Africa to produce a new generation of graduates and research working closely with rural communities to produce innovative, sustainable development options and implement changes

This Community of Practice is supported by UNDP
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